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Future-Sat Africa Report 2016 

Introduction 

by Adrian Hall, COO Extensia 

When we were first invited to organize a summit focused on the satellite 

sector, we were unsure if this was the right thing to do. Most of the talk in 

Africa at the moment is on fibre deployment, TV Whitespace, 3G/4G, LTE etc. 

so why would we organize an event around a technology that many people see 

ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƻƭŘ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΩ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ {ǳǊŜƭȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ 

connectivity agenda, satellite is only used to reach the parts other technologies 

cannot reach? Yes it is true that fibre cannot reach everywhere. Even now, 54% 

of the population of sub-Saharan Africa still live at least 25km from the nearest 

fibre node. 

But over the course of coordinating the agenda for this summit, we came to 

realise, that the satellite sector has many tricks up ƛǘΩǎ ǎƭŜŜǾŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƛǘ 

ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ŀǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŀǎ 

it has been to the past.  

SMART Cities, Connected Communities, Digital Governments and Millennium 

Development Goals are all key drivers for improved connectivity. Ironically, 

rural communities, humanitarian agencies, health workers, schools and remote 

workers are among those for whom, improved connectivity would bring the 

biggest advantage and yet these are the people who are not being reached. 

The realƛǘȅ ƛǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜΣ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ 

needs.  

When you lay fibre, it is essential to ensure that redundancy is in place, to 

prevent extended service interruption, in case of fibre cuts or breakage. 

Satellite is a perfect solution for this. 
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While GSM mobile is by far the most prolific technology in Africa, true, 

uninterrupted mobility is disrupted by geographical black spots and restricted 

network coverage. In these instances, satellite can support terrestrial networks 

to fill gaps, provide reliable redundancy and backhaul and provide the only 

solution to providing affordable access solutions to sparsely populated areas. 

The integration of technologies, and the development of heterogeneous 

networks which incorporate the best solution for the best situation is essential 

to providing reliable, robust and affordable services. 

Over the 3 days of the Future-Sat Summit, we heard from the leaders of the 

global satellite sector, that connectivity needs can be resolved, not just with 

satellite, but at least by incorporating satellite elements to wider connectivity 

needs. Satellite is not the only solution, it is not the best solution to solving the 

ǇǳȊȊƭŜ ƻŦ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ōǳǘ ƛt is the best solution in the right 

environment.  

²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ L/¢ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ 

ubiquitous connectivity and hosting future events which will continue to guide, 

connect and engage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                                       

  Summit Partner 

                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

 

Future-Sat Africa 2016: A world of opportunity, a region of change 

 

By Madanmohan Rao, Conference Chair 

Over 270 delegates from 124 individual organisations across 28 countries (of 
which 17 are African nations) gathered in Addis Ababa for the inaugural 
Future-Sat conference. They engaged in three days of discussion and 
ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ !ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎ ǎŀǘŜƭƭƛǘŜ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΣ ƛǘǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ 
Countries represented included: Angola, Belgium, China, Egypt, Ethiopia, 
France, India, Italy, Israel, Kenya, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, Singapore, Somalia, South Africa, Spain, 
Sudan, Tanzania, UAE, Uganda, UK, USA, Zambia 
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We enjoyed insights from 70 speakers who delivered 21 sessions including 2 

workshops and a Round Table session. Case studies were presented from 

across the region: iMlango school project in Kenya; UNSAF project for schools 

in Tanzania; National Library Project in South Africa; Media Library Network of 

Angola; AIESEC youth leadership (Ethiopia); and CIF microfinance network 

(Burkina Faso, Togo, Benin, Senegal, Mali). Major emerging initiatives include 

OneWeb, with 648 LEO satellites slotted for full service in 2020.  
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Here are ten important takeaways and calls to action from the conference 

track of Future-Sat 2016; they will also be addressed in future editions of the 

conference. In addition, attendees expressed a desire for the next edition of 

the conference to address topics such as hybrid networks, Smart Africa, USOF, 

converged business models, deep-dive case studies of satellite in multiple 

sectors, licensing agreements, industry forecasts and market rules. 


